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THE DIGBETH TRUST’S POLICY AND
LIAISON WORK

One of the Trust’s strategic objectives is to
become more involved in policy debates
that affect our members and the work that
we do.

Following consultation with our members,
the Trust submitted a response to The
BIG Lottery’s consultation on the
priorities for its new BASIS programme.
BASIS is one of the few grant programmes
to prioritise capacity building support – and
is therefore a potentially important source
of funds for the Trust in the future. You
can read a copy of the Trust’s submission
by going to the Publications and
Resources section of our website.

The Trust also continues to work with
Birmingham City Council to help it to
review its policy on transferring the
ownership and/or management of
publicly owned assets to the voluntary
and community sector. The Task Group
is due to report early in 2008.

BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL –
CONSULTATION ON ITS NEW
STRATEGY FOR NEIGHBOURHOOD
WORKING

Birmingham City Council has just
published its draft strategy for the future of
neighbourhood working in the City. It
contains important proposals which will
affect voluntary and community groups
across the City.

Consultation ends on 31st December
2007 and the Trust will be submitting a
response.

We would encourage all our members to
look at the strategy and feedback their
comments either directly to the City
Council or through us at the Trust.

You can download a copy of the strategy
from the Latest News section of the
Trust’s website.

NEW INFORMATION SERVICE FROM
THE DIGBETH TRUST

As part of our capacity building services to
the sector, the Trust has begun a weekly
email update which is sent to all
interested groups on our database.

The updates include information we
receive from a wide variety of sources –
covering topics such as funding
opportunities, training, events, vacancies
and general information.

Groups can opt-out of receiving this
information – but the feedback we have
received from groups has been that they
have found this service very useful.

If you are not already receiving these
updates – please send us an email with
the words SUBSCRIBE TO VCO EMAIL
UPDATES in the subject line.

If you have information that you would like
to share with other organisations in the
sector please send us an email with the
information included or attached, and a
brief description of the contents in the
subject line, to:

info@digbethtrust.org.uk

ASSET TRANSFER TREASURE HUNT

In January 2008 The Digbeth Trust will be
launching an exciting new initiative called
The Community Assets Treasure Hunt.

The Treasure Hunt is designed to
empower and enable voluntary and
community based groups to take
advantage of the government’s new
policy of promoting the transfer of the
management and/or ownership of
public assets to the voluntary and
community sector.

For more information about asset transfer
go to the Community Assets Treasure
Hunt page of our website.
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NEW ASSET TRANSFER PROJECT
FOR SPORT ENGLAND WEST
MIDLANDS

The Trust has just been commissioned
by Sport England West Midlands to
develop an interactive resource for
voluntary and community groups.

The resource will help groups to assess
the feasibility of taking over the
management and/or ownership of
community sports facilities.

The Trust has put together a team of
specialists from our consultants register
(including an architect, an IT consultant,
a community researcher and a writer) to
deliver the project by the end of March
2008.

The Trust is working on this project in
partnership with Sport4Life UK, a
Birmingham based community sports
development organisation.

You can find out more about Sport4Life
at:

www.sport4life.org.uk/

NEW RESOURCE

The Trust has just published a new
booklet describing the services we offer
and the difference we make. You can
download a copy from the Publications
and Resources section of our website.
If you would like a paper copy please
email us at: info@digbethtrust.org.uk

PREMISES AND FACILITIES
DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP

With funding from east Birmingham’s
Enterprising Communities Programme,
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation and
LankellyChase Foundation the Trust
recently convened a Premises Workshop
attended by 15 people representing 13
community organisations. The Workshop
targeted east Birmingham groups who are
currently developing a building (existing or
new build) or an open site and who had
enquired to the Trust for help.

The Workshop was led by two PTAS
consultants. Nigel Potter, a community
development consultant, outlined the
importance of robust business planning
when embarking on a major capital project
to be able to demonstrate to potential
funders that the project idea is needed, is
fully thought through and properly costed as
well as value for money.

The second PTAS consultant, Tim
Richardson, a chartered architectural
technologist, also recommended sound
planning and the importance of checking
with a building specialist such as an
architect that the building related project
idea is feasible. He also covered legislation
that might apply from planning permission
to control of asbestos, and outlined some
new environmentally sustainable building
technology.

The workshop provided an opportunity for
groups to network and links were made for
example between a faith group and a
representative from the Birmingham Church
Urban Fund Programme.

At the end of the Workshop each group
received a Premises Resources pack
which included, amongst other information,
a list of over 50 capital and revenue funding
sources.

The Trust’s Kate Hazlewood is now working
with the two consultants to plan follow-up
support for these groups.




