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BANGLADESHI YOUTH FORUM
(BYF) – A CASE STUDY

In 2005 The Digbeth Trust first provided
support to the Bangladeshi Youth
Forum with funding to organise their
Uniting Communities Badminton
Championship, one of the aims of
which was to promote regeneration
through sport.

In this article Harun Raza, Community
Sports Worker for the Bangladeshi
Youth Forum, talks about the work of
his organisation and how the Trust has
helped them in recent years:

“The Bangladeshi Youth Forum was
established in 1994 to empower
Bangladeshi Youth to participate
within the West Midland region's
decision making process in order to
improve the quality of life within the
Bangladeshi Community.”

The Digbeth Trust, through its grant aid
specialist work for The Heart of
Birmingham Teaching Primary Care
Trust, enabled funding for BYF’s
Uniting Communities Badminton
Championship. The aim was to
encourage regular participation in pro-
active sport and also to provide health
advice. This linked to community
regeneration by inviting organisations
who provide education, training and
employment opportunities to promote
their services and offer career
opportunities to both the spectators and
participants.

“The Championships attracted a
cross-section of the community and
provided opportunities for
participants and members of the
local Community to obtain more
information on potential employers,
trainers, and educational
institutions. The Championships
also provided a chance for
prospective employers and
institutions to engage with black and
minority ethnic groups who are
under represented in their field of
work”

This is the second in our series of case
studies illustrating how the Trust has helped

organisations to develop and deliver
valuable services to their communities.

Bangladeshi Youth Forum

Competitors in action at the Uniting
Communities Badminton Championship

Participants, organisers and volunteers
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The organisation has seen a sharp
increase in the number of people taking
part in physical activities as a result of
the event. BYF involved professional
health workers in the championship,
and they distributed information and
gave health and nutritional advice to
the 356 participants and 200
spectators. This has made people
aware of the importance of physical
activities and the positive benefits of
regular participation to health and
wellbeing.

“This event has been a success to
the BYF in terms of making links and
networks with providers of training
and employment. Because of this
event we have been able to work
with Badminton England with 24
people becoming qualified
Badminton Coaches. This was the
first time in a very long time courses
have been held in Birmingham. In
my view this is an achievement as
we have helped Badminton England
to reach a new community and have
become recognised as promoting
Badminton in the inner-City of
Birmingham.”

The funding has also led to work
carried out with South Birmingham
College to introduce educational
courses at the BYF Centre and the
organisation now has closer working
links with other mainstream
organisations and institutions, such as
West Midlands Police, West Midlands
Fire Service, and Crown Prosecution
Service

“The support we received from The
Digbeth Trust in developing and
submitting our application was really
useful. Without the grant from the
Trust we would have found it very
difficult to carry out this work. The
championships have made a
significant difference to the lives of
the participants, volunteers, the
Community and the Bangladeshi
Youth Forum. ”

Awards:

Bangladeshi Youth Forum
BYF Centre
163 Gerrard Street
Lozells
Birmingham B19 2AH
Tel: 0121 554 0305
Email: info@byf-uk.org
Website: www.byf-uk.org






